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‘ EDITOR’S NOTE

Atermy Etors ot i e asse of the Northastournl asking
eaders 1 el s how they o making a ifrenc trough volunoot
e hatconnetsevice, andupi, | was 50 agrecie o heat
from Venetn sl resident Laura Retan. Laura i a rted nuse Gase
manager who il doe e conuig work. She sohas cxgerence
a5 guidanco counslor i clementay school. Now she s g back
by voluntoringwithheLunc Pl program, a PrnelasCoury Schoo's
i, Lunch Pas i  on-on-one menoring proram which fers
tudonts th oporuny o connect itha carngacu.

Laura started by mentoring a ti-grade student at Shore Acres
Eementay School wh fves in a single-parent househald and as &
pryscall Challngedsiing, The expeince was 5 pasie that she
sk i here were oler suden who might need uppor. and 1w
she mentrs two students a h scha, bot thrd gaders.She ists
he schoo one day  week and has lunch wih each chid individual.
Thestudent gt i unch i th cafleiaand thn Laura s utside
Wit themat a picnic table nth schoolcourard.

“Onof th studeis was vry uet t s, bt e connectd ovr @
book he was srugging o read,” Laura sad. ‘W read a book o his
chocefom theschoo bary, ot alk bout how is ek Gong
andaboutschoo home,sprs, o otertress S amazing whatyou
can cover i  alt-hou.| Gt think t would be that effective at frs,
butnow | e that s really making a dference.”

Laur oints ottt here are many chidren Iving i no-adional
famiystuctures who could benefit rom a e exta attentio. They
migh v withgrandparents, or have parens with busy careers who
don'thave tin to help wih homework.Sometmesth chen may b
infoster car. Laura says the satsacon of helpingthem i extremely
ewardin, isiftme feongsofulil o o something soworwhie
8273 Laura. “Now 'm motated 1 loo nfo more ways f get nvolve

with e program, maybe expancing o work withmidde schoo and g
Schoostcents, o.”
LeammoreaboutLunchPalsat s
cDoyouhaveastoryosharo
readers? Email me at ediorG

Lorg or janantalafer@





